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SUBIECTUL A – USE OF ENGLISH

I. Read the paragraph below and do the tasks (10 x 2p= 20p). 

The Nile crocodile is one of the most frightening creatures in the natural world. Among the reptiles, it is second in size only to the salt water crocodile. It can grow up to six metres in length and weighs up to 900 kilos. It lives in sub-Saharan Africa and is found in lakes and rivers. It eats almost anything. Although fish make up most of its diet, it also attacks any large animals that get too close to the edge of a river. This includes humans, hundreds of whom are said to be victims each year. Despite its reputation as a dangerous killer, the Nile crocodile is a good parent and, unlike many other reptiles, it makes sure its eggs are protected until the minute they hatch.
A. Answer the questions:

1. How big a reptile is the Nile crocodile?

2. What is the natural habitat of the Nile crocodile? 

3. What are the victims of the Nile crocodile?

4. Why is the Nile crocodile considered a good parent?

B. Choose the right synonym:

Frightening:  a. terrifying b. shocking c. petrifying d. appalling

Edge:  a. border b. bank c. boundary d. extremity

Diet: a. provisions b. food  c. grubs d. edibles

C. Rephrase the following sentences so as to preserve the meaning:

1. The Nile crocodile is one of the most frightening in the world.

There is no other creature in the world ……………….. the Nile crocodile. 

2. It can grow up to six metres in length.

It can grow to be …………. .

3. Despite its reputation as a dangerous killer, the Nile crocodile is a good parent. 

Even if it …………… a dangerous killer, the Nile crocodile is a good parent.

II. Use the word given in brackets to form a word that fits in each sentence (10 x 1p = 10 p)

Hawaii is one of the most (1) ______ (FASCINATE) places in the world to get a clear view of the night sky. This is because of the island’s (2) ___________ (GEOGRAPHY) setting. Because it is a (3) ________ (MOUNTAIN) area in the middle of the ocean, Hawaii is much less affected by light (4) _________ (POLLUTE) than other parts of the world. Tourists are allowed to go to the top of the volcano known as Mauna Kea, where the view is even more (5) ______ (IMPRESS). The volcano rises to a (6) ________ (HIGH) of over 4000 metres and gives visitors an (7) _______ (INTERRUPT) view of the night sky. It is also the (8) ______ (LOCATE) for the world’s most powerful telescopes which have been credited with the discovery of about 40 new planets beyond our solar system. By proving the existence of these planets, (9) ________ (ASTRONOMY) have increased the (10) _________ (PROBABLE) that some day an inhabited world like our own may be found.

III. Translate the following text into Romanian (10p)

"Right, Wimp, you know what I mean, don't you?"

The 17-year old with untidy blond hair held a large, clenched fist very close to James's nose. He looked menacing, just like the bulldog tattooed on his arm.

"Yes," said James, blinking. "Tomorrow. I'll do it."

Snoo walked off with a sneer on his face, leaving James wondering what to do next.

Sixteen-year old James Raisin was probably the cleverest boy in the school, but he was shy, very shy, and everyone picked on him. Whenever something happened that shouldn't have happened, someone would point a finger at James; and since James was not terribly good at defending himself, he often got blamed.

SUBIECTUL B – INTEGRATED SKILLS

Read the text below and do the tasks that follow.

He was a lad of eighteen when he dropped into London, with no money and no connections except the address of a cousin who was supposed to work at a confectioner’s. When he went to the pastry shop, however, he found that the cousin had gone to America. Anton Rosicky tramped the streets for several days sleeping in doorways and on the Embankment, until he was in utter despair. He knew no English, and the sound of the strange language all about him confused him. By chance he met a poor German tailor who had learned his trade in Vienna and could speak a little Czech. This tailor, Lifschnitz, didn’t much need an apprentice but he was sorry for the boy and took him for no wages but his keep and what he could pick up. Anton had, however, a place to sleep. The tailor’s family lived upstairs in three rooms: a kitchen, a bedroom where Lifschnitz and his wife and five children slept, and a living-room. Two corners of this living-room were curtained off for lodgers; in one Rosicky slept on an old horsehair sofa, with a feather quilt to wrap himself in. The other corner was rented to a dirty boy, who was studying the violin. He actually practiced there. Rosicky used to think he would never get out of there, never get a clean shirt to his back again. What would he do, he wondered, when his clothes actually dropped to pieces and the worn cloth wouldn’t hold patches any longer.

I. For each question choose the correct letter A, B, C or D (5 x 2p= 10p)

1. Anton Rosicky’s native language was:

A. English

B. German

C. Czech

D. Italian

2. Anton tramped the streets for several days because

A. his cousin had rejected him.

B. he knew no one in the city.

C. he was in utter despair.

D. his family had dropped him.

3. The German tailor he met

A. rented him a room.

B. found lodgings for him in the city.

C. accommodated him in his flat.

D. gave him a bed in the basement.
4. In the tailor’s house, Rosicky

A. felt happy because he liked children.

B. had a room to himself near one of the corners of the living-room.

C. shared the corners of the living-room with a student.

D. practiced the violin in the room.
5. Anton Rosicky

A. worried about his future and thought the situation was hopeless.

B. didn’t mind being dirty.

C. thought it was a wonder his clothes didn’t fall to pieces.

D. wanted to go back to his country to have clean shirts again.

II. Read the text again and write a narrative – descriptive essay (200-220 words) continuing Anton Rosicky’s story.
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