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SUBIECTUL A – USE OF ENGLISH

I. Read the paragraph below and do the tasks (10 x 2p= 20p). 

The Cotwolds Olympics were the idea of a lawyer called Robert Dover but no one knows exactly why he organized the games. Some people say he wanted to encourage people to support their King and country. At the time, England was ruled by James I and the King did indeed give the games royal approval. Another explanation is that Dover was keen to bring people together, in particular the rich and poor from the local community. Whatever the reason, the early games quickly became popular. People competed in familiar activities, such as horse racing, running, jumping, hammer throwing and wrestling. Celebrities of the time attended it and poets wrote about the festivities. It is even claimed that Shakespeare mentioned the Cotswolds Olympics in The Merry Wives of Windsor, though the play may have been written some time before the first games.
A. Answer the questions:

1. When did the Cotswolds Olympics start?

2. What are the reasons why Richard Dover organized the games?

3. Why did people participate in the various events?

4. What evidence is there in the text that the games enjoyed popularity at the time?

B. Choose the right synonym:

Encourage: a. inspire b. incite c. stir d. animate

Festivities: a. parties b. celebrations c. festivals d. entertainment

Claim: a. swear b. maintain c. profess d. avow

C. Rephrase the following sentences so as to preserve the meaning:

1. No one knows exactly why Robert Dover organized the games.

Little ................. why Robert Dover organized the games.

2. Whatever the reason, the early games quickly became popular.

No .................. was, the early games quickly became popular

3. It is even claimed that Shakespeare mentioned the Cotswolds Olympics in The Merry Wives of Windsor.
Shakespeare is ............................... the Cotswolds Olympics in The Merry Wives of Windsor.
II. Use the word given in brackets to form a word that fits in each sentence (10 x 1p = 10 p)

We live in a new (1) ________ (RESIDENT) area in the suburbs of London. It is a quiet (2) ______ (NEIGHBOUR), which is a great change after living in one of the (3) _______ (NOISE) parts of London for years. The house is set in beautiful (4) ______ (SURROUND), but there is one major (5) _________ (ENVIRONMENT) problem: a chemical factory a few miles away in the (6) __________ (INDUSTRY) zone. (7) _________ (FORTUNATE), the waste from the factory has been causing serious (8) ________ (POLLUTE) of the atmosphere and the Thames. Another disadvantage is the night life, which does not exist. If you want any (9) __________ (ENTERTAIN) you have to drive into central London, where it is usually difficult to find (10) ______ (SUIT) parking space.
III. Translate the following text into Romanian (10p)

So, thank you, Justin. Sincerely. My very first kiss was wonderful. And for the month or so that we lasted, and everywhere that we went, the kisses were wonderful. You were wonderful.

But then you started bragging.

A week went by and I heard nothing. But eventually, as they always will, the rumours reached me. And everyone knows you can’t disprove a rumour. I know. I know what you’re thinking. As I was telling the story, I was thinking the same thing myself. A kiss? A rumour based on a kiss made you do this to yourself?

No. A rumour based on a kiss ruined a memory that I hoped would be special. A rumour based on a kiss started a reputation that other people believed in and reacted to. And sometimes, a rumour based on a kiss has a snowball effect.

A rumour, based on a kiss, is just the beginning.
SUBIECTUL B – INTEGRATED SKILLS

Read the text below and do the tasks that follow.

I arrived at Paddington early and had a first-class compartment to myself, but it filled before we started. Something about those five other masked faces, buried in their evening newspapers and magazines, at least landed me back in England: that chosen isolation, that hatred of the others as if we were all embarrassed at having to share our means of travel with someone else. When we drew out of the station the elderly woman opposite me glanced up at the ventilation window. It was slightly open. A minute later she glanced again. I said, ’Shall I shut it?’ ’Oh, well, if...’

I stood and shut it; and received a frozen grimace, meant to represent gratitude from the lady and two or three covertly disapproving examinations from my male fellow passengers. I had committed the cardinal sin not of shutting the window, but of opening my mouth. No other caste in the world are so certain that good breeding is silent. I was wearing clothes bought in California, a polo neck pullover and sport jacket, not suit and tie, and perhaps they read something alien in me – a danger, someone to be taught the English way. I didn’t really disapprove of it; I noted it like an anthropologist, and understood it like an Englishman. Being forced to share a confined space with people to whom you have not been introduced was an activity dense with risk: one might be forced to give some item of information about oneself. Perhaps it was just a matter of accent: a terror of revealing, in even the smallest phrase, one’s class, or some dissonance between voice and clothes... I had analysed the fear of exposure long before; once used it successfully in a play; but its persistence baffled me.
I. For each question choose the correct letter A, B, C or D (5 x 2p= 10p)

1. The narrator was

A. a foreigner.
B. an Englishman.
C. an American who lived in England.
D. an American living in California.
2. The narrator was

A. a murderer.
B. an American spy.
C. an anthropologist.
D. a dramatist.
3. The narrator was

A. coming to England for the first time.
B. coming back to England from America.
C. going to leave England for America.
D. coming to England to overcome his fear.
4. The passengers were afraid that
A. somebody might attack them.
B. they might have to talk to strangers.
C. the narrator might be a spy.
D. the other passengers might refuse to talk to them.
.

5. According to the narrator, what immediately reveals your social class in England is
A. your accent.
B. ýour clothes.
C. your family.

D. your money.
II. Starting from the text above, write a for - and - against essay on talking to strangers in a foreign country. (220-250 words) (50 p)
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