MINISTERUL EDUCAȚIEI NAȚIONALE
OLIMPIADA NAȚIONALĂ DE LIMBA ENGLEZĂ – ETAPA JUDEȚEANĂ/PE MUNICIPIUL BUCUREȘTI
2017-2018


SUBIECTUL A – USE OF ENGLISH

I. Read the following text and put the verbs in brackets in the correct tense (10 x1p = 10p)

Herbie loves trains ! He first (1)__________________ (SEE) a train when he was five years old and he was absolutely fascinated. He (2)__________________ (GO) to a different train station every week. He (3)_____________________ (DO) this since he was seven. By the time he left school he (4)_____________________ (COLLECT) over 5000 different engine number plates from all over the world. At one time, while he was standing at a station he (5)_____________ (SEE) something very strange. He (6)__________________ (WAIT) for a train for an hour when suddenly an old steam locomotive came down the tracks. It (7)_________________ (NOT STOP) at the station. Herbie saw that all the passengers (8)_________________ (WEAR) old-fashioned clothes. He told the station manager about this, but the manager said that no steam locomotive (9)___________________ (PASS) through the station for years, and that the last one (10)__________________ (CRASH), killing everyone on board.

II. Use the word given in brackets to form a word that fits in each sentence (10 x 1p = 10 p)

1. I’m not very (MUSIC)__________ ; I can’t play any instrument, I’m afraid.
2. Your test was (COMPLETE)_________ ; you only did four out of five questions.
3. Dinosaurs and other (HISTORY)_________ creatures disappeared during  the Ice Age.
4. Your room is very (COLOUR)___________ with all these reds and greens.
5. Al Capone was a/an (FAMOUS )__________ gangster.
6. One thing I know is that I wouldn’t like to have an (OCCUPY)_________ like yours.
7. Madame Tussaud’s is one of the most popular (ATTRACT)________ in London.
8. What are the (QUALIFY) for any young person who wishes to become a teacher?
9. It is not (SURPRISE)_____ that in Tokyo they do things differently from London.
10. We live in a quiet (NEIGHBOUR)__________ , which makes a nice change.

III. Read the following text and decide which answer A, B, C or D best fits in each gap (10 x 1p = 10p)

Many of the roads in the Snowdonia area are extremely 1 ____________________ and tourist cars cause traffic jams. Some farmers and local merchants 2 ____________________ that they make it difficult for them to do their work as car parks full up during 3 ____________________ periods and many visitors cause obstructions by parking across gateways etc.. In addition, in the summer, thousands of people use the 4 ____________________ of footpaths across Snowdon and its foothills. Often the grassy 5 ____________________ is worn away, leaving rough stone or mud. This makes the path hard to see, and it can be dangerous to walk on. Repairing the paths can be very expensive, particularly higher up where 6 ___________________ is difficult. Nevertheless, the appeal of areas of natural 7 ____________________ to visitors has led to the growth of many organizations dedicated to reducing or balancing these 8 __________________ . Many parts of the country now operate conservation schemes, supported by voluntary contributions. In some 9 ____________________ , tourist operators have set up their own organizations and put back money into the community by making 10 ____________________ to local conservation projects.

	1
	A - thin
	B - narrow
	C - slim
	D - slender

	2
	A - decide
	B - explain
	C - complain
	D - choose

	3
	A - busy
	B - important
	C - economic
	D - tiring

	4
	A - connection
	B - organization
	C - union
	D - network

	5
	A - level
	B - surface
	C - height
	D - exterior

	6
	A - admission
	B - entry
	C - permission
	D - access

	7
	A - love
	B - adoration
	C - beauty
	D - shine

	8
	A - drawbacks
	B - victories
	C - defeats
	D - occupations

	9
	A - locations
	B - landscapes
	C - countrysides
	D - scenes

	10
	A - fees
	B - donations
	C - fines
	D - compensations



IV. Translate the following text into Romanian (10p)

The clock in the living room has just struck two, but I'm still awake. Wide awake. Usually I'm a good sleeper, but not tonight. I can't stop thinking about that girl. I've got to write down what happened.
    It was this evening around seven thirty, as I was on my way home from college. I was waiting for the connection at Willesden Junction. As usual at that time of night, there was only one train to Watford every twenty minutes, and the platform was crowded. Most of the people looked pretty familiar, the kind of people who stand on the same platform at the same time every day; ordinary people going about their ordinary life.

SUBIECTUL B – INTEGRATED SKILLS

Read the text below and do the tasks that follow.

The Internet affects the way we shop, how we communicate with each other, how we find answers to questions and much more. But for the time being, there have been concerns that the older generation are being left behind because they are unable to use a computer.
However, this is changing and several charities and community groups now help older people to get online. Paul Robinson runs one such charity. Paul worked for an IT company before deciding to leave his well-paid job and start the charity. As he explains, ‘I used to spend a few hours a week helping some older people use the Internet at a local library and I could see the difference it made to their lives. It can be quite lonely for the elderly when their children move away to find work and start a family of their own. Learning how to use e-mail and receive photographs of their children and grandchildren was a wonderful experience for them. And when I saw what a big effect it had on their life I left my job and set up Seniors Online. We run training courses so that older people can enjoy the same opportunities as the rest of us.’
One of Paul’s students is 89-year-old Betty, who had never used a computer in her life before she joined one of the classes. That was six months ago and Betty has now completed the course and received her ‘graduation certificate’. ’I joined a class so I could learn how to use e-mail to keep in touch with members of my family,’ she says. ‘That’s been fantastic but the best thing of all has been learning how to research my family history online. Using a computer was a bit scary to begin with because you think you’ll do something terrible if you press the wrong key. But you soon learn that you can’t really break anything – and the teachers are very patient. I think all people my age should do a course like this.

I. For each question choose the correct letter A, B, C or D (5 x 2p= 10p)

1. What is the writer trying to do in this text?
A. Tell older people that they have to learn how to use the Internet.
B. Describe how the Internet can benefit older people.
C. Help Paul get money for his charity.
D. Encourage children to keep in touch with their elderly parents.

2. Paul left his job with the IT company because
A. his salary there wasn’t very good
B. he realized how important the Internet was to older people
C. he wanted to work in his local library.
D. he wanted to help parents find their children.

3. Betty started a computer course
A. to get a qualification.
B. to find out how to research her family history.
C. to learn how to send and receive e-mails.
D. to learn how to fix her computer.

4. According to Betty,
A. it doesn’t matter if you damage the computer.
B. it can be difficult to use the keyboard.
C. the teachers take the time to help you.
D. you need to be patient to learn how to use a computer.

5. What might Paul say about the Internet?
A. Older people aren’t getting enough help to use it.
B.  It’s too difficult for older people.
C.  Families should help elderly relatives use it.
D. Older people need it more than young people.

II. Read the text again and write a narrative essay about one time when you taught an elderly person how to use a piece of technology. (180-200 words) (50 p)
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