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SUBIECTUL A – USE OF ENGLISH

I. Read the paragraph below and do the tasks (10 x 2p= 20p). 

London features so often in the work of the English novelist Charles Dickens that people often assume that he was born and bred there. In fact, the writer’s father worked for the navy and the family moved around a great deal. Dickens was nevertheless familiar with London and many of the things he saw there were later incorporated into his books. For example, he observed the rich pass by beggars on the streets, and saw cramped streets existing in stark contrast to vast open spaces. When his father was detained in a debtor’s prison after a lifetime of living beyond his means, the young Charles had no choice but to leave school and work in a shoe factory. There he earned just a few pennies a week with which to support his family, now without a breadwinner. This was an experience which made a lasting impression on the young Dickens, perhaps explaining his later preoccupation with lost or orphaned children in his novels. After a spell in the legal profession, Dickens became a reporter and popular writer. His first published attempt was a book called Sketches by Boz. This collection of London scenes was followed by a novel entitled Pickwick Papers, which was published in the form of a serial in a monthly magazine. The readers would follow the lives of the characters in each instalment in the same way that people watch TV soap operas today.  
A. Answer the questions:

1. What makes so many people believe Dickens was born and bred in London?

2. Why did Dickens’s father go to jail?

3. What is one possible explanation for the presence of orphans in his novels?

4. According to the text, what connection can be made between Dickens’s novels and TV soap operas?
B. Choose the right synonym:

Magazine:  a. review b. supplement  c. edition  d. book 

Pass by: a. go beyond b. go past c. go toward d. go beneath 

To be published: a. to come on b. to come up  c. to come out  d.  to come through 
C. Rephrase the following sentences so as to preserve the meaning:

1. Dickens became a reporter and a popular writer. 

Not only  ..............a popular writer as well. 

2. Young Charles had no choice but to leave school and work in a shoe factory. 
Had young Charles ......................... have worked in a shoe factory.

3. After he published Sketches by Boz, Dickens wrote Pickwick Papers. 
Following .............................. on to write Pickwick Papers. 
II. Use the word given in brackets to form a word that fits in each sentence (10 x 1p = 10 p)

For a tour which is steeped in history, follow the ancient chariot road out of Rome to the haunting ruins of Hadrian’s Villa, near the (1)……… (PICTURE) town of Tivoli, at the foot of the Sabine Hills.  Sprawling across seventy hectares, this (2)……… (RETIRE) place of the great emperor was designed to capture for posterity some of the (3)…….. (ARCHITECTURE) marvels of his empire. Most of the villa’s treasures have now been removed, but a stroll through the (4)……… (REMAIN) pillars, arches and pine-covered gardens can be marvellously (5)………. (EVOKE) of a (6)………. (LOSE) world. To get a clear sense of the (7)……….. (ORIGIN), start with the villa’s (8)……….. (ADMIRE) scale model. Then proceed to the pavilions covered with (9)…………. (INTRICACY) carvings, the baths and the temples. The latter cannot fail to arouse the (10)……….. (CURIOUS) of the visitor.

III. Translate the following text into English (10 p)
Pe de alta parte, Annie nu fusese niciodată așa de bine dispusă ca în acea săptămână însorită de primăvară timpurie. Făcuse curățenie, gătise mâncaruri ambițioase (cu toate că orice gătea ea avea un gust ciudat, industrial, de parcă anii îndelungați în care mâncase la cantinele spitalelor corupseseră cumva orice talent culinar pe care l-ar fi putut avea ea vreodată); în fiecare după-amiază îl înfofolise pe Paul într-o pătură albastră, imensă și-l scosese afară, pe veranda din spate.

În acele ocazii Paul îl luase pe Maugham cu el, dar arareori citise; să fie afară era o experiență prea frumoasă ca să se mai poată concentra și la altceva. De cele mai multe ori stătea liniștit, trăgând în piept aerul aromat și răcoros, în contrast cu cel stătut din dormitor, năclăit de izuri bolnăvicioase, ascultând picăturile care cădeau din țurțurii ce se topeau și privind umbrele norilor rostogolindu-se lent și constant de-a lungul zăpezii care se topea. Acest peisaj era, într-un fel, cel mai frumos dintre toate.
SUBIECTUL B – INTEGRATED SKILLS

Read the text below and do the tasks that follow.

The eight masked bandits, who burst into a Naples railroad station, seemed to have stepped straight out of a spaghetti Western. After ordering the station master to stop the train, they opened by force the doors of the mail car and grabbed bags containing approximately £100,000 in cash. They finally managed to make a successful getaway with blazing guns.

Train robbers have recently become a usual phenomenon in Italy. Sometimes the robbers get on the train as passengers, who later put on their masks and hold up the rest of the passengers. Others work less ostentatiously: they quietly break into mail cars, tie up the guards and jump off in time before the train pulls into the next station. The Italian press has pointedly described train robbers as “the new frontier of organized crime”. Italian officials think that upsurge in the once-forgotten train robberies comes as a direct result of effective, modern security devices elsewhere. Since some targets, such as banks, have become too difficult for common criminals, trains are more accessible targets for them.

I. For each question choose the correct letter A, B, C or D (5 x 2p= 10p)

1. The main idea of the text is that:

A. Train robbers grab bags from mail cars.

B. Train robberies are the kind of organized crime lately preferred by robbers.

C. Train robbers work ostentatiously.

D. Trains are not supplied with modern security devices.
2. The eight bandits looked as if

A. they were eating spaghetti.

B. they were promoting spaghetti.

C. they had come out of a western film.

D. they had come into the station to sell some spaghetti.

3. The eight bandits escaped

A. through a large gate.

B. before the train pulled into the station.

C. jumping off the train while it was moving.

D. in a blaze of gunfire.

4. Common criminals mostly attack trains instead of banks nowadays because

A. the latter are equipped with security devices.

B. they can find more money in their carriages.

C. banks cannot be robbed.

D. they can escape more easily.

5. Some robbers pretend to be 
A. passengers themselves.

B. guards of the train.

C. Italian officials.
D. station masters.
II. Starting from the text above, write a reflective essay on modern surveillance methods. (280-300 words) (50 p)
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